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Introductory Section 
  

1. What is the “sociological imagination” described by C. Wright Mills? 
 

2. How do social institutions help to form individual’s perception of society? How do social institutions play a role 
in social norms? 
 

3. What makes a social problem a social problem? Who can experience a social problem? 
 

4. What does the term “institutional dysfunction” mean? 
 
Media and News Problems 

 
5. What are two types of mass media and two types of “new media”?  

 
6. About how long from their introduction has it taken many modern media (radio, TV, Internet) to reach a 

majority of American households? 
 

7. What is the “hypodermic needle,” or “bullet” theory of media influence? 
 

8. What are two other models of media influence? 
 

9. What is the state of media ownership today, compared to thirty years ago (give numbers)?  
 

10. What is the propaganda model of media? 
 

11. What is the threat of the modern corporate media to democracy, according to Kellner? 
 

12. What is the relationship between the media and violence generally? 
 

13. Can it be proven that video games lead to violent behavior in young people? Why or why not? 
 

 
Economic Inequality 
 

14. What is social stratification? 
 

15. What are two sociological theories or perspectives used when addressing economic inequality?  
 

16. How is poverty currently defined by the U.S. government?  
 

17. In what ways is poverty linked to institutional discrimination? Who’s to blame for societal poverty? 
 

18. Why are there more women in poverty than men? 
 

19. What are the three factions that make up the Power Elite, according to Domhoff, and how do they affect 
control?  



 
20. What are the Panama Papers?  

 
21. How has the state of global stratification of wealth changed in the past several decades (refer to the 62 Richest 

article)?  
 

22. What type of stratification system best describes the social world of the super-rich and why? 
 

23. What effect have corporations had on modern globalization and how have they affected American society? 
 

24. How are corporations different today from when they were first established? 
 

 
Political Inequality 
 

25. What is pluralism?  
 

26. How is the power elite defined?  
 

27. Give an example of the interlocking directorates of corporate boards and government. 
 

28. Give an example of the connection between the social upper class (super-rich) and government. 
 

29. Give an example of a policy planning network and their connection to government.  
 

30. How has the Trump administration fulfilled our expectations of the power elite? How have they not?  
 

31. What is fascism? List at least five of the 14 characteristics of fascism listed by Eco.  
 

Racial and Ethnic Inequality 
 

32. What is the definition of race (what are the primary & secondary sex traits)?  
 

33. What is the definition of ethnicity (what are its material & non-material traits)?  
 

34. What is the distribution of race in the United States? 
 

35. What is the history of immigration to the United States?  
 

36. What are some objections sociologists have to the notion that the concept of race represents the reality of 
human differences? 
 

37. What defines a sociological minority? 
 

38. What consequences does minority status have on groups and individuals?  
 

39. What is the difference between individual and institutional discrimination? 
 

40. What are two ways that racial and ethnic tensions can be addressed? 


